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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1. 17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on November 23, 2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed November 23, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Specifically, applicant argues that Kojima does not disclose the newly added 
claim limitation of "as transmitted". However, as discussed further in the following action, 
Kojima clearly teaches such a limitation (see col. 6, lines 40-43 regarding transmitting from 
station 1, and also see col. 7, lines 50-62 regarding outputting the synchronous words to units 30 
and 50 via controllers 17c and 18c which is inherently a transmission). Thus, applicant's 
argument is not persuasive. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 14 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
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claim(s) in independent form. Specifically, the limitation recited in dependent claim 14 is 
already present in independent claim 6 at lines 3-4. Thus, claim 14 does not further limit claim 6 
and is of improper dependent form. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

5. Regarding claims 1-3 and 5, the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject 
matter. Specifically, while the preamble of claim 1 recites "a system", the remainder of the 
claim fails to include any concrete elements which could distinguish the claim as either a 
machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof 
Furthermore, as a "system", the claim also is clearly not a process claim. Thus, the claim is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter since it fails to recite a claim which is a new and useful 
process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement 
thereof, as required by 35 U.S.C. 101. Claims 2, 3 and 5 suffer from the same deficiency as 
claim 1 and are therefore rejected for the same reason discussed above regarding claim 1. 

6. Claims 1-3 and 5 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
not supported by either an asserted utility or a well established utility. 



7. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

8. Claims 1-3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. Specifically, since the 
claimed invention is not supported by either an asserted utility or a well established utility for the 
reasons set forth above, one skilled in the art clearly would not know how to use the claimed 
invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

10. Claims 1-3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 5,886,999 to Kojima et al. 

Regarding claim 1, Kojima teaches a system using a data format (e.g., see col. 4, line 38 
- col. 12, line 41), comprising: a transmitted plurality of time slot based data frames (e.g., 
SWV/VDT, SWA/ADT, and SWM/MDT, see FIG. 4) (see also col. 6, lines 40-43 regarding 
transmitting from station 1, and also see col. 7, lines 50-62 regarding outputting the synchronous 
words to units 30 and 50 via controllers 17c and 18c which is inherently a transmission); less 
than all but more than one (e.g., audio and other media remain, but video signal SWV/VDT is 
stopped, see col. 10, lines 31-39; see also col. 6, line 39 - col. 7, line 27 regarding one or more 
synchronous words are not detected) of the plurality of time slot based data frames, as 
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transmitted (e.g., see col. 7, lines 50-62 regarding outputting the synchronous words without stop 
signal SPC or the undetected words corresponding to the stop signal; see also col. 6, line 40 - 
col. 8, line 55), including a sync word (e.g., SWV/VDT comprising sync word SWV, SWA/ADT 
comprising sync word SWA, and S\\TS/[/MDT comprising sync word SWM); wherein at least 
two adjacent ones of the plurality of time slot based data frames, as transmitted, do not include a 
sync word (e.g., see col. 6, line 39 - col. 7, line 27 regarding an instance where a plurality of 
predetermined number of synchronous words are not detected in a predetermined period, and see 
col. 7, lines 50-62 regarding outputting the synchronous words without stop signal SPC or the 
undetected words corresponding to the stop signal; see also col. 6, line 40 - col. 8, line 55). 

Regarding claim 2, Kojima teaches the time slot based data frames are TDMA frames 
(e.g., see col. 1, lines 53-67 regarding TDMA). 

Regarding claim 3, Kojima teaches the sync word is included at the beginning of the less 
than all of the transmitted plurality of time slot based data frames (e.g., see FIG. 4 wherein sync 
words are included prior to the data). 

Regarding claim 5, Kojima teaches the at least two adjacent ones of the plurality of time 
slot based data frames include data payload in a position containing the sync word in the less 
than all of the transmitted plurality of time slot based data frames (e.g., see FIG. 4 regarding data 
in each of the data frames within DT). 



11. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 6-13, 15 and 16 are allowed. 
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12. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: claims 6-13, 15 and 
16 were allowed in a previous office action (mailed April 13, 2005) by Examiner Kenneth N 
Vanderpuye, and these claims are herein allowed for the same reasons as previously determined. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin M. Philpott whose telephone number is 571.272.3162. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy D. Vu can be reached on 571.272.3 155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 
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